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Village disruption amid
Hollywood film delays =

Emma and Hugh movie arrives
¥ iz 4

‘Library cuts ',.f |
are madness’ i K
- ex-librarian i

By James Richings

Suspects held o

ed on suspicion of burglary

and criminal damage during
a pro-Palestine protest near

‘ High Wycombe have all been
O ‘ ) e r | I r a released on police bail.
A 56-year-old man and three

women, aged 24, 30 and 31,

from a Palestine action group
entered GRiD Defence Systems

and damage’

Full story: Pages 6-7
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Langer to
play last
European
clrcult

Bernhard Langer

TWO-TIME Masters
champion Bernhard Langer
is braced to make a “very
emotional” farewell
appearance on the DP World
Tour at the BMW
International Open in
Germany today.

Langer will make his 513th
and final appearance on the
circuit at Golfclub Munchen
Eichenried, 50 years after
his debut.

The 66-year-old German
has won 42 times on the DP
World Tour across five
decades and continues to
enjoy success on the seniors
circuit, but has decided to
call time on his appearances
on his home tour.

“I don’t know yet how I
will react,” the former
Ryder Cup player and
captain said.

“T’'ve never said goodbye to
anything so far in terms of
golf, this is going to be a
first experience and I have a
feeling it’s going to be very
emotional.

“It means a great deal just
to play in front of the home
crowd and hopefully T can
make the cut.

“I grew up about 45
minutes from here. I worked
as an assistant professional
30 minutes from here at
Munich Country Club.

“I’ve played this
tournament many times.
It’s the only one I haven’t
won yet in Germany, but I'm
glad to be back.”

Langer, who will play
alongside Italian Open
winner Marcel Siem and
Martin Kaymer in the first
two rounds, was set to make
his final Masters start in
April, but that plan had to
be pushed back a year
because of an Achilles
tendon tear suffered playing
pickleball in February.

He said: “It’s five months
since the operation and
things are getting better
and better. It’s still a bit
difficult at times, but golf is
not a problem.”

Charles Leclerc, Lance Stroll, right, and Pierre Gasly battling it out in the 2023 British Grand Prix at Silverstone

Streets of London

Pic: PA

F1 race plan rebuff

THE HEAD of UK motorsport has
said he will not support a Formula
One race on the streets of London.

The F1 calendar has continued to
expand in recent years, with a
round on the Las Vegas strip added
last season, while a street race in
Madrid is also due to make its
debut in 2026.

But speaking ahead of this
weekend’s British Grand Prix at
Silverstone, Motorsport UK
chairman David Richards cast
significant doubt over whether a
race in the capital would ever take
off.

“I would not be supportive of a
city-centre circuit,” he told the PA
news agency. “There isno legacy in
that for the sport.

“I am not a great fan of the
London idea. It is a one-off thing
and nobody would get any benefit
from it.”

F1’s American owners Liberty
Media previously flirted with the

By PA Sport

idea of staging a race in London —
but a number of significant
roadblocks have thwarted any real
progress.

Silverstone’s future on the
calendar was safeguarded earlier
this year, too, after the
Northamptonshire track’s owners
—the British Drivers’ Racing Club
—agreed a 10-year contract renewal
with F1, estimated to be worth
around £300million. It is
understood that there are no plans
to have two UK races on the
calendar.

This weekend’s British GP -
which comes only a week after
Englishman George Russell won at
the Red Bull Ring in Spielberg
following compatriot Lando
Norris’ collision with Max
Verstappen - will be a 150,000 sell-
out.

Richards continued: “The new
deal is fantastic, and, just as
importantly, we have got three
British drivers on the grid and we
shouldn’t forget that. British
drivers boost the attendances at
Silverstone, and the interest in the
championship, so we have to keep
nurturing new talent.

“There is nowhere else in this
country to host a Formula One
race other than Silverstone and we
should be making it even better
than it already is.”

Both Russell and Norris have
won this season while seven-time
world champion Lewis Hamilton
landed his first podium of the
season in Spain last month.

Hamilton, 39, will take part in his
18th British Grand Prix on Sunday;
and his last for Mercedes before he
moves to Ferrari. He has won the
event a record eight times,
finishing on the podium at the past
nine races.

Battle of the Brits at Wimbledon

JACK Draper has built up
today’s Wimbledon battle of
Britain with Cameron
Norrie by insisting: “He
won’t like the fact that I'm
number one!”

Draper set up a
second-round meeting
with Norrie, the man
he replaced as the
nation’s top-ranked

male player a fortnight v
ago, after a five-set win

P

over qualifier Elias Ymer. The
22-year-old said: “I think we
have huge respect for each
other, for one. We’ve practised
together so many times and
been a part of Davis Cup
together.
b “l wouldn’t say
we’re extremely
close, but we
definitely
support each
other. We definitely

have a great relationship.

“Obviously he won’t like the fact
that I'm British number one now.

“Dan (Evans) and Cam definitely
probably won’t like seeing me
being British number one. I think
that creates a really healthy
rivalry and environment.

“We want to win. We want to do
the best we can. Ithink it’s going to
be a really competitive match
today. There won’t be any love lost,
for sure.”

Tributes to
a true glant
of rugby

STEVE Borthwick has led
tributes to former England and
Bath head coach Jack Rowell
following his death at the age
of 87.

Rowell coached England from
1994 to 1997, overseeing 21
victories in 29 Tests, winning
Five Nations Grand Slams in
1995 and 1996.

Rowell was appointed by the
Rugby Football Union
following an outstanding
16-year coaching career with
Bath. In a statement, Bath said:
“Jack Rowell, all 6ft 7in of him,
was a towering figure in the
history of Bath and English
rugby.”

Borthwick said: “We are
saddened to hear the passing of
Jack Rowell and extend our
condolences to his family and
friends. His contribution to
English rugby was enormous,
and he will be sorely missed.”

Wildcard for
star pairing

ANDY Murray will play mixed
doubles at Wimbledon with
Emma Raducanu.

The pair have been granted a
wild card, with Murray looking
to maximise his opportunities
on his final appearance at the
All England Club.

Murray famously played
mixed doubles with Serena
Williams in 2019, with the pair
making it to the third round.

It will be a grand slam debut
in doubles for Raducanu.

Murray is set to play his first
men’s doubles match alongside
brother Jamie today, with the
opening round of the mixed
doubles to be held tomorrow
and Saturday.
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Ex-Chairboy Ikechi Anya and

mum are attacked at home

Ikechi Anya played 25 times for Wycombe across three years in the Chairboys first-team between 2004 and 2007 (PA)

ONE of Wycombe Wander-
ers’ youngest-ever players
has been attacked by robbers.

At around 11am on Friday,
June 28, two men armed with
a Taser and a hammer broke
into a property in Benmead
Road, Kidlington in Oxford-
shire.

One of the inhabitants
inside the house happened
to be the former Chairboys
man,

Ikechi Anya.

The ex-Scottish interna-
tional, who is of Nigerian
and Romanian descent, was
confronted by the intruders
who also attacked Anya’s
mother.

The stolen watches were
a Chopard Classic Racing
Superfast with the Watford
FC badge and ‘April 2015’ en-
graved on it, a Hublot Classic
Fusion Original Black Magic
33mm, and a Rolex Oyster
Perpetual 34mm black.

The watches are worth
around £20,000 with the per-
petrators feeling the scene a
black motorcycle that they
arrived on, which was not
displaying index plates.

Both offenders were wear-
ing motorcycle helmets and
dark clothing but one was
described as white and the

other as mixed heritage back-
ground.

One of them was carrying a
dark-coloured rucksack.

Following the incident, the
emergency services were
called.

Investigating officer Detec-
tive Inspector Kate May, of
the Priority Crime Team,
said: “I understand this may
be concerning for the com-
munity but there is nothing
to suggest there is any wider
threat to the public.

“I am appealing for anyone
who may have witnessed this
aggravated burglary, the mo-
torcyclists in the vicinity or
has information about it to
please get in touch.

“Also, if you have any
CCTV footage or any dash-
cam footage if you were in
the area around the time, I'd
also ask that you check any
recordings in case it has cap-
tured something that could
assist our investigation.

“You can make a report by
calling 101 or via our website,
quoting reference number
43240305029.

“Alternatively, you can
report information anony-
mously to the independent
charity, Crimestoppers, by
calling 0800 555 111 or via its

website.”

Anya initially began his ca-
reer with Oxford United be-
fore joining Wycombe in 2003
following his release from
the Us that summer aged 15.

He spent the 2003/04 sea-
son in the academy, before
making his first team debut
for the Chairboys in August
2004, at the age of 16 years,
eight months and 25 days,

when he appeared against
Aldershot Town in an EFL
Trophy fixture.

In all, he would play 25
times for the Adams Park
side across three years in the
first-team, with 17 of these
appearances coming during
the 2006/07 campaign.

After his exit that summer,
he would go on to have spells
at Oxford City, Halesowen

The attack happened in Benmead Road, Kidlington in Oxfordshire. Pic: Google

Town, Northampton Town,
Sevilla, Celta Vigo, Granada,
Cadiz, Watford, and Derby
County.

He also appeared 29 times
for Scotland, scoring on three
occasions.

One of his strikes was
against Germany, just two
months after they were
crowned World Cup champi-
ons in 2014.

FOOTBALL
New man
at the
helm

RISBOROUGH Rangers
have confirmed that Mark
Jones will be the club’s
new manager for the up-
coming 2024/25.

The incoming boss re-
places the outgoing Mark
Eaton, who helped find his
successor.

Eaton commented: “The
club was overwhelmed
with the quantity and qual-
ity of the applicants and
carried out a rigorous se-
lection process and would
like to thank everyone who
applied especially those
applicants who made the
shortlist and met the selec-
tion committee.

“In going through this
process Mark emerged as
the outstanding candidate
and we are delighted he
agreed to join.

“It is a measure of the
club’s progression in re-
cent years that we have
attracted a manager of
Mark’s calibre, and we
look forward to working
with him and his team to
achieve the club’s objec-
tives and believe we have
exciting times ahead.

“Jones added: “I would
like to thank Mark Eaton
and the Board of Directors
for giving me the opportu-
nity to become Manager at
Risborough Rangers.

“The club has big ambi-
tion to progress to the next
level.

“Hopefully, I can use the
experiences I have had to
build a competitive group
for the coming season.

“I have heard many good
things about the people
at the club and I am look-
ing forward to working
together in our aim to pro-
duce a winning team on the
pitch.”

This week, Jones will see
what his team are made of
as Risborough began their
pre-season schedule for the
summer.

They began with a fix-
ture against Real Bedford
at Bisham Abbey on July
6, before facing Thame
United on July 9 in Oxford-
shire.

They are back on the road
against on July 13 as they
play Dunstable Town be-
fore taking on Berkham-
sted three days later.

The final two friendlies
before the league season
starts in August are away
at Southall on July 19,
before they finish off at
home (their only friendly
in Horsenden), which is
against Buckinghamshire
rivals, Holmer Green.

The two sides met in July
2023 at the Kingsbrook
Acamedy in Aylesbury,
which resulted in a 8-0 for
Risborough.
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Rookie makes the cut for Bucks Cricket

BUCKS have included
18-year-old Stony
Stratford seamer Louis
Gulliver in their squad
when they start the
defence of their National
Counties Championship
title against Lincolnshire
at Sleaford on Sunday.

Both are included in the

its, while

Bucks squad of 12 along
with Michael Wells, who
returns to the side
following his successful
first season three years
ago.

Bucks who won the

Gulliver has impressed
while playing for the
Bucks 2nd XI over the
past two summers and is
in line to make his
Championship debut.

Another possible
debutant is Richmond’s
19-year-old Vanish Jani,
who has made 150 for
the 2nd XI this summer.

Championship with a
record-breaking 559-run
win over Devon in
September thanks to
centuries from Ross
Richardson and Aadi
Sharma, are without two
experienced players.

Consistent opener AJ
Woodland cannot play in
the three-day games this
year to work

former skipper Michael
Payne is out with a
broken little finger.

Bucks squad: T
Hampton (Wokingham)
capt, C Hemp (High
Wycombe), M Wells
(Stony Stratford), V Jani
(Richmond), A Sharma
(Great Brickhill), A
Kervezee (Halesowen), R
Richardson (Henley), E
Bragg (Halesowen), C
Haddow (High
Wycombe), C Parsons
(High Wycombe), T
Weymes (Tring Park), L
Gulliver (Stony
Stratford).

Louis Gulliver has been picked to play for Bucks

SPORT

High Wycombe tennis

coach scoops up

A TENNIS coach from High Wy-
combe has been crowned Senior
Male Player of the Year at the
prestigious LTA Tennis Awards,
presented by Lexus.

Chris Hearn scooped the gong
at the National Tennis Centre in
Roehampton before being treated
to a day at Wimbledon.

At the World Championships,
Hearn partnered Gill Brook to
mixed doubles glory in the 60+
category in August last year.

“It is fantastic, I have a lot of
good partners which has helped
me having enjoyed tennis for so
many years,” Hearn said.

“And I am still very passionate
about it, so it is nice that people
recognise you are still keen to
play and enjoying it.

“It was great to receive it from
Roger Taylor who is a legend and
it is nice to see so many friends
as well.

“Playing in Portugal was amaz-
ing probably not a good idea in
my 60s, it was 38, 39 degrees a
couple of the days and managed
to survive it.

“I had heat stroke and collapsed
at a table but with Gill Brook we
won the mixed doubles and with
the men’s singles and doubles
1 did ok by getting to the semi-
finals.

“There were lots of highlights,
just playing is a highlight.”

The annual LTA Tennis Awards,
presented by Lexus, highlight and
celebrate the incredible achieve-
ments and contributions of peo-
ple in tennis across Britain.

First launched in 2015 with the
help of former LTA president
Cathie Sabin OBE, they recog-
nise the vital work of volunteers,
coaches, officials, and players
dedicating their precious time
and energy to the continual de-

By Milly McEvoy

velopment and growth of the
sport.

Over the past nine years, the
awards have illustrated the depth
of service and talent within the
tennis community and serve as
an inspiration to others to get in-
volved in the game.

The winners, selected from
more than 2,200 nominations
across 16 different categories,
have all been acknowledged for
their outstanding contribution to
tennis in 2023.

As well as winning gold at the
World Championships, Hearn
also reached the semi-finals in
the men’s singles and men’s dou-
bles, partnering Paul French in
the latter.

Hearn plies his trade across
Surrey and Berkshire coaching
people of all ages as he looks to
help people get out of the sport as
much as he has.

He added: “I started playing by
chance because my grandparents
lived by a tennis club, and I used
to just go and play with the kids
when I visited them at the week-
ends.

“One day a chap asked me if I
wanted to try, and I became ad-
dicted.

“Tennis, it has given me an un-
believable life, I am very fortu-
nate, I have travelled the world
and for everyone at various lev-
els, it gives you a great time.

“You meet so many nice people
and you get to reconnect with
people you used to play with
when you were younger and it is
just fantastic that the governing
bodies keep things going for play-
ers so there is no end.”

award

Chris Hearn (left) won the award at a recent ceremony

FOOTBALL

A sour taste
after fan
favourite
leaves?

SHREWSBURY Town have been crit-
icised by some of their own fans fol-
lowing the club’s statement on Daniel
Udoh’s exit to Wycombe Wanderers.

The Nigerian forward, 27, departed
the Salops after five years in Shrop-
shire to pen a deal with the Chair-
boys.

Indoingso, he has become the club’s
eighth new signing of the summer.

However, despite scoring 38 times in
181 appearances, which includes hit-
ting double figures in both the 2021/22
and 2023/24 season, some Shrews-
bury supporters have slammed the
club’s departure letter, with one fan
labelling it as ‘disgusting’.

The club’s statement reads:
“Shrewsbury Town are disappointed
to confirm Dan Udoh has turned
down the offer of a new contract and
has left the club to join Wycombe.

“Signed from AFC Telford United
in May 2019, the striker made 181 ap-
pearances in blue and amber, scoring
38 goals.

“Dan’s contract with Town expired
this summer.

“Negotiations with the forward be-
gan last August with the club going
on to meet his demands in terms of
wages and a three-year contract.

“But Dan has opted to leave after
being offered more money elsewhere.

“Shrewsbury Town would like to
thank Dan for all his service over the
past five years.”

Several fans did not like the word
the statement was worded, with this
fan saying: “This is an absolutely dis-
gusting statement and a spit in the
face of one of the best players to play
for this club in the past decade.”

Another said: “Offered him pennies
when they offered pounds. Sour taste
this statement and can’t blame him
for leaving.”

This fan said: That statement is aw-
ful.

“Dan Udoh has been a brilliant
servant.

“It is disappointing he is leaving, es-
pecially to a division rival - nonethe-
less, bad taste.

“I wish Dan all the best and hope
he has 44 great league games next
season.”

In an open letter to the Shrewsbury
supporters, the club’s director of foot-
ball Micky Moore said: “I-and all the
staff at the club — would like to wish
him the best of luck for the future.

“Dan had a real connection with
our supporters. That connection was
partly due to his performances and
the goals he scored on the pitch.

“But it was also because of the way
he conducted himself in and around
the club.

“Dan is someone who always has a
smile on his face and I know he was
great with our fans and in the com-
munity

“It was a real shame to see him
move on.

“Contract negotiations began back
in August.

“We offered him both the wages and
the length of contract he wanted.

“But he has decided to move on and
I wish both him and his family noth-
ing but the best.”
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Udoh leaves Shrewsbury to join Wycombe

Daniel Udoh (centre) has joined Wycombe from Shrewsbury
after spending five years in Shropshire (PA)

WYCOMBE Wanderers have confirmed
the signing of former Shrewsbury Town
striker Daniel Udoh on a free transfer.

The 27-year-old, who has represented
his native Nigeria at youth level, arrives
at Adams Park after five years with the
Salops, where he scored 38 times in 181
matches.

He becomes the club’s eighth signing
this summer, following the acquisitions
of Alex Hartridge, Jaiden Bartolo, Jack
Matton, Nathan Bishop, Brody Peart,
Tyreeq Bakinson and Daniel Harvie
respectively.

Manager Matt Bloomfield told the
club’s media outlets: “Dan has got a
great eye for goal and works extremely
hard for the team, so we’re thrilled that
he’s agreed to begin a new chapter in
his career by moving to Wycombe and

strengthening our attacking options.

“He’s been a handful for our defence
whenever we’ve come up against him
down the years and we’ve been tracking
his progress for some time.

“Adding someone of his calibre to our
frontline is another great step forward
for us in this transfer window and | think
the fans will take him to their hearts
quickly.”

Udoh, who has also played for 14
different teams prior to his move to
Buckinghamshire, said: “| want to push
on have a new challenge.

“The plans and the ambition of where
Wycombe are at right now match where
| want to go to as I’m 27, turning 28.

“l need to push on in my career.”

His move remains subject to EFL and
FA approval.

SPORT: FOOTBALL

What has been going on at
Chesham in the last week?

WITH less than two weeks to go
until our first pre-season friendly,
BFP reporter James Richings at-
tended the first training session
for the squad this week (to watch
only!).

He writes: 1 and was very im-
pressed with what I saw, with
the new squad players fitting in
well. By the end of the session
there was some visible tired-
ness, but that is to be expected.
We are still looking to make ad-
ditions to the squad, and hope to
have an announcement over the
coming days.

I try not to take much notice of
social media as it is not the best
place to gauge opinions, but I
was a little taken back about the
perception some might have of
our club and the reason behind
our success last season that
led to our promotion. We have
worked hard tobuild aboard and
structure that works together to
grow the club, and with that we
are lucky to have Alex Horne as
part of the team that it is mak-
ing it happen. There is no deny-
ing that his presence has raised
the profile of the club, helped

with some social fundraisers,
hugely increased shirt sales and
maybe even boosted the crowds
for matches with the extra pub-
licity, but to suggest that our suc-
cess is built on money being put
directly into the club is simply
wrong, and in fact quite insult-
ing to everyone who has put in
the hard work over several years
to get us to this position.

As a club we have proven in
the past that we are not just a
little club and we certainly have
no intention of running before
we can walk. I think we all know
that the club has been there in
the past and I have said over and
over again that we have abso-
lutely no interest in gambling
with the club’s future and eve-
rything we plan for this season
will be budgeted for and will
not be putting the club in any
debt. The same as last season.
Whether that is good enough
for us to sustain ourselves in the
National League South remains
to be seen, but I have every con-
fidence that, with the people and
infrastructure we have around
us, it will be.

Chesham United will play in a new league next season

All change for the Ducks as season approaches

A NON LEAGUE club in Bucking-
hamshire have confirmed they
have launched a new club shop for
supporters.

Aylesbury United, who play
their games at The Meadow, which
is the home of Chesham United,
revealed the news on July 3.

Andy Martin, director and 21CD
chair, said: “I'm so pleased that
we have been able to launch the
online club shop as it’s something
I have wanted to get in place for

a while now. It means Ducks fans
from around the world can order
from our fantastic range of mer-
chandise very easily.

“I would like to thank John
Woodhouse for a lot of work be-
hind the scenes to get this initia-
tive off the ground particularly
as this took a lot of time and ef-
fort — this is very much appreci-
ated.”

Ducks fans have also been told to
‘keep their eyes peeled’ as there

many items will drop on the new
website.

This will include replica shirts
and our new training kit items.

Sticking with Aylesbury United,
they recently drew 3-3 against a
Wycombe Wanderers XI which
was made up of trialists and de-
velopment players.

The Ducks, at one point, 3-0 up
before the Chairboys managed
to rescue a draw in what was the
first pre-season friendly for both

clubs that summer.

The match was held at Hollo-
ways Park, the home of Beacons-
field Town FC.

Other friendlies for the Ducks
include fixtures against Hartley
Witney, MK Irish, Winslow United
and Edgeware & Kingsbury.

The club shop can be accessed di-
rectly from the navigation bar on
the website but also can be found
directly here: aylesburyunited.
square.site.

SPORT

Fancy
joining
the Rams?

BEACONSFIELD Town FC
are looking for ‘enthusiastic
volunteers’ to support the Me-
dia Team for the upcoming
2024/25 season.

In a statement, they said: “If
you are studying journalism
or media-related degree or col-
lege course and want hands-
on experience, then this is the
place for you.

“We support not only the
Men’s team but also our suc-
cessful cup-winning Women'’s
team.

“Additionally, we will also
shed light on our youth teams
during the season.

“Duties could include

- Writing match reports

« Videography

- Editing

« Matchday social media

“Just like on the pitch, we
are looking to give talented
people off the pitch the same
opportunities.”

If you are interested in join-
ing the Rams, who play their
games at Holloways Park just
off the M40, then email the
club’s head of media, Craig
Anderson, at media@beacons-
fieldtownfc.co.uk for more in-
formation.

Or you can message Craig
via X by looking up @the__
mranderson.

FOOTBALL
Another
successful
year for the
youngsters

FLACKWELL Heath FC Mi-
nors staged another successful
six-a-side football tournament
on Saturday, June 1 and Sun-
day, June 2.

The Festival of Football is
one of the largest in Bucking-
hamshire with over 240 teams
taking part, teams came from
far and wide to participate in
ideal playing conditions.

Chairman Declan Breen
said: “It was another fantas-
tic weekend, the weather was
great and we broke all of our
previous fundraising records.

“We get some great feedback
not just for the football but the
added attractions as we try
to make it fun for family and
friends who come to watch as
well.”

All the money raised is
ploughed back into running a
club that has over 500 girls and
boys registered for the club.
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Harvie leaves Bucks rivals to join the Chairboys

VL 4
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Harvie has become Wanderers
seventh new signing of the

WYCOMBE Wanderers have confirmed
the signing of former Milton Keynes
wing-back, Daniel Harvie.

The 25-year-old left-sided defender
joins the Chairboys after four years in
the north of the county, where he
played 166 times and scored 10 times.

He even bagged a strike against his
new employers when the two
Buckinghamshire outfits met in April
2023 at Adams Park, which finished
2-2.

Upon his arrival at Bucks’ first EFL
side, Matt Bloomfield told
the club’s website: “Dan’s an excellent

addition to our squad and we’re
thrilled that he’s decided to make the
move to Wycombe and be part of what
we’re building here.

“He was one of the best left-backs
and wing-backs in League One for a

couple of years and has also shown he

can play wide of a back three.

“The data tells us that playing as a
full-back will complement his
strengths as well, so having someone
who can play in a few positions will
give us another dimension on the left
side.

“The squad is taking shape nicely

ahead of the season, which is a
testament to the hard work of
everybody behind the scenes.

“We’re excited to combine these new
faces with the quality we’ve already
got in the squad and make sure we’re
as strong as we can be when the
season kicks off next month.”

The Glaswegian began his career at
Aberdeen, spending nine years at
Pittodrie, but only played seven times
for the first team across three
seasons.

A successful loan move to
Dumbarton followed in the 2016/17

campaign followed, before he
permanently left the Dandies in 2018.

He would go into have two years at
Ayr United, playing 77 times and
scoring once.

His positive performances caught
the eye of those at Milton Keynes who
signed Harvie in 2020 for an
undisclosed fee.

His final appearance for MK was in
the club’s 5-1 home drubbing against
Crawley Town in the League Two play-
off semi-final second leg in May.

His move to Adams Park is subject to
approval from the FA and the EFL.

Chairboys reveal Tyree
Wanderer

WYCOMBE Wanderers have con-
firmed the signing of former Shef-
field Wednesday midfielder Tyreeq
Bakinson on a free transfer.

The 25-year-old arrives at Adams
Park following his exit from the
Owls after two years in Yorkshire.

He also spent the latter half of
the previous season on loan at
Charlton Athletic, scoring once in
15 games.

Coincidentally, his last game
for the Addicks happened to be at
Wycombe on the final day of the
2023/24 campaign.

Bakinson has become the club’s
sixth singing of the summer, fol-
lowing the arrivals of Nathan
Bishop from Sunderland (on loan)
Jaoden Bartolo from Wealdstone,
Alex Hatridge from Exeter City,
Jack Matton from Woking and Bro-
dy Peart from Brighton and Hove
Albion respectively.

The latter was announced min-
utes before a Chairboys XI took
on Aylesbury United on June 28,
which finished 3-3.

Wycombe, at one stage, were 3-0
down.

Speaking on the signing of Bakin-
son, manager Matt Bloomfield told
the club’s website: “We’ve been big
admirers of Tyreeq for a long time
and we’re delighted that he’s cho-
sen to come here, having had inter-
est from elsewhere as well.

“He’s a player with a lot of abil-
ity on the ball but his size and
presence in the middle of the park
will really complement the talents
we’ve already got in that area.

“Tyreeq will suit the way we want
to play and he fits the profile of the
type of player we want to have in
the squad, so we’re excited to see
what he can do for us and I think
the fans will love seeing him out
there on the pitch.”

The central midfielder began his
career at Luton Town but played

By James Richings

just six first-team matches across
three seasons between 2015 and
2017.

A move to Bristol City followed,
but he spent his first two years on
loan at various EFL sides in the
West Country.

During the 2017/18 year, he played
42 times and scored one goal for
Notts County in League Two.

He remained in the fourth tier for
the following season [2018/19], but
this time at Plymouth Argyle, where
he scored twice in 14 matches.

Bakinson did not play a sin-
gle minute of football during the
2019/20 season, before becoming a
first-team regular for Bristol City a
year later.

In all, he featured 39 times and
bagged four strikes during the
2020/21 campaign, which includes
scoring a stunning goal against Wy-
combe.

This was in April 2021 as Wander-
ers defeated City 2-1 at Adams Park.

The goal was regarded as one of
the best in the Championship that
season, but the fixture is best re-
membered for Wycombe legend
Adebayo Akinfenwa scoring his
first and only second-tier goal.

This occurred in the final minute
of injury-time to give the Chairboys
the three points.

A loan move to Ipswich Town fol-
lowed a year later where he scored
two goals in 17 matches, before
a permanent switch to Sheffield
Wednesday took place in the sum-
mer of 2022.

It’s fair to say that the midfielder
struggled in Yorkshire, playing just
42 times in 18-months, as he spent
the final stint of his Owls contract
at Charlton last season.

His move to Adams Park is subject
to EFL and FA approval.
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